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CHILD SAFETY — WINDOW BLIND CORDS 

Statement 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight to 

update the house on the issue of blind cords and window covering regulations. It is an issue that I have been 

involved in since early 2008 and brought to the attention of the house in November 2008.  

Current statistics from the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission indicate that since the early 

1990s, 15 children in Australia have died as a result of strangulation by blind cords. In America, 200 children 

died by the same means between 1991 and 2005. The deaths are entirely preventable. Unfortunately, inquests 

and coronial inquiries tend to find that the cause of death of the children is asphyxiation or strangulation but do 

not expressly state that the cause of death is blind cords, thus we are unaware of the actual figures.  

Either directly or indirectly, we are all aware of this issue. Every once in a while there may appear in the media a 

story of a child dying by getting caught in a blind cord. The cause of the problem is so simple that it may not 

even occur to many parents that blind cords pose a danger to their children. We place childproof locks and 

protective devices on our toilets, cupboards, electronic devices, doors and stairs to name a few, but blind cord 

restraining devices are often not dealt with by many people. 

This matter came to my attention via Mr John Williamson, spokesman for the organisation Parents for Window 

Blind Safety. I first met John in 2008 after he wrote to me describing his tragic story and the lack of regulation 

for blind cords. He lost his granddaughter Meesha to strangulation by a looped cord on a vertical blind on 

29 September 2006. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: I think you’ll find that’s being addressed. 

Hon WENDY DUNCAN: If the member listens, she will find that I am about to move onto that. 

Meesha was watching a video and playing in her bedroom while her mother went out to the washing line. It 

appears that she climbed down from the end of her bed, looped the cord from the window around her neck, 

killing her. Mr Williamson, when speaking to his local doctor later, was told that between eight and 12 children 

die in this manner annually, so he started to campaign on this issue. As a result of that, Parents for Window 

Blind Safety was awarded the Kidsafe WA Award at the Consumer Protection Awards in March. Mr 

Williamson’s tireless work and commitment to this cause has seen him attain international recognition for his 

knowledge and technical expertise, and his recognition was well overdue. It has been an honour to work 

alongside John in his quest to raise both government and public awareness of this issue. As Hon Ljiljanna 

Ravlich noted, his efforts have achieved results.  

The Trade Practices (Consumer Product Safety Standard—Corded Internal Window Coverings) Regulations 

2010 were implemented on 31 December 2010. Until those regulations had been passed, there were no minimum 

standards for blind cord restraining devices. When these changes came into effect, it seemed that the problem 

was resolved and that the required changes had been made. Unfortunately, that is not entirely the case. The 

national regulations came into effect on 31 December 2010, with a six-month transition period to assist states 

and businesses to comply. However, there are still a few problems. The glaringly obvious omission in the 

regulations is their complete failure to address the issue of blind cord restraining devices already in residences. 

The only thing that the regulations have achieved is to remove the more unsafe products from sale, but even this 

has not been completely achieved. There are problems with individual states having varying degrees of safety, 

and interpretations of “firmly” for the purposes of the regulations, which stipulate that a cord must be “firmly 

attached” to a wall or other solid structure. There are questions about what “firmly” means: does it mean double-

sided tape, glue or screws? This needed to be clarified. There are also questions about whether the requirements 

for the cord restraint fixtures apply only on installation or in the long term. Currently, they are being assessed 

only on installation. There has been quite some debate about what the strength of the fixture is, and the 

regulations state that it must remain firmly attached when subject to a force of 70 newtons in 10 seconds. The 

issue is that very few parents actually understand what a newton is and how that should work. John Williamson 

has been working with the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission to get it to talk more about the 

weight in kilograms that a window cord fixture can carry. The cord and fixture manufacturers will make it their 

business to understand what a newton is and how to accurately measure cords to comply with these regulations. 

We need to ensure that parents understand what the requirements are as well. 

In relation to blind cord restraining devices currently installed in homes throughout Australia, my ultimate aim is 

to have blind cords assessed as part of the core structure of the residences alongside things such as smoke 

alarms. I am advised by the office of the Minister for Commerce, Hon Simon O’Brien, that currently under the 

federal building code standards and regulations, smoke alarms are deemed to be part of the core structure of the 

home and as such must be inspected as part of the standard building inspection, but blind cords and window 
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treatments are actually seen as a fixture or a chattel and therefore do not come under those same regulations. In 

October 2011, the ACCC released a discussion paper providing background and inviting comment on the new 

regulations. Many of the problems I have discussed will, I think, be rectified through this process. I must 

commend the Minister for Commerce who has supported me on this issue. Also, his department put a submission 

in to the inquiry and a discussion paper in to the ACCC after raising this issue with it in February. His 

department has put out brochures that help to explain to Western Australian parents what the issues are. I think 

raising awareness is one of the most important things that we need to do in order to understand that it is actually 

not a very expensive process to make blind cords safe. The cord needs to be tensioned and the tension is to be 

screwed to the wall, not stuck on with double-sided tape, and, if there are loose cords, a cleat needs to be 

attached to the wall and the cord tied around it. We have come a long way in resolving the problem, but it is the 

homes where there are not small children all the time that we need to be concerned about. If little children are 

visiting their grandparents or an aunt and uncle who are not used to having them around, those people need to 

understand the importance of keeping them out of reach.  

I rise tonight because we have a motion on the books calling for a select committee into blind cord safety. I think 

in view of the progress that has been made in the time since that motion has been on the books, and of course the 

late stage of this Parliament, when that motion comes before the house I will seek to withdraw it. I feel that it is 

now not necessary to have a select committee. I know that at that time I will probably not have an opportunity to 

speak at length, therefore I thought I would take the opportunity tonight just to say that this issue has come a 

long way, but we all need to be very much aware of blind cord safety in the home. 

 


